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10 Homework tips 
 
Here is some advice you can use at home to help your child with homework. We suggest you check the links section to 
find more resources to help and guide your child. 
 
 
1. Plan a routine 
 
After school, after dinner or later in the evening… Check with your child when it is the best moment for everybody. 
Where to do homework? Some children need someone around, with normal home noises; others are happy alone in front 
of their desk.  In any case, no TV, phone or video games. Make sure your child has all the materials he/she needs to 
avoid any interruption because something is missing. 
 
 
2. Plan limits 
 
More than 2 hours homework at the elementary level is too much. Speak with the teacher and check her/his expectations. 
The best time is between 20 and 60 minutes per day at the elementary level and between 1 and 2 hours at the secondary 
level. For children who have difficulties to sit too long, authorize a break.  Why not keep some homework for the 
morning: 5 minutes after waking up is sometimes better than 30 minutes in the evening when everybody is exhausted. 
Give comments when your child is wasting time. Some experts suggest to plan a mandatory period: if the child has 
finished before, then he can review! 
 
 
3 Be available 
 
Cultivate a link with your school as early as kindergarten and keep your eyes open even at the secondary level 
(Teenagers who are allergic to exams need praise!). Experts are unanimous: parent’s interest in their children’ s studies 
is the guarantee of success. 
 
If homework is done at school, remember to take some time to check it. Discuss with your child and ask about his/her 
new learning. Parents who are at a loss for time should double- check the family schedule: how many hours are spent in 
front of the TV, computer or at the arena? It is good to keep a balance because too many children are exhausted by their 
schedule as ministers. Also, share tasks: in many cases, mothers are the homework supervisors… 
 
 
4 Do not play the teacher 
 
Use your energy wisely: A parents‘ role is to guide, to encourage but not to teach. When the child does not understand, 
ask him/her questions: How are you doing that? Where do you feel to have difficulties? The goal is to guide your child 
to find himself/herself answers and provide motivation. 
 
 
5.Do not do homework yourself. 
 
Too much help is as bad as not enough. It is your child who should do his/her homework. Supervise with no interruption 
and be present when you must answer questions. 
 
6. Leave him/her the right of mistake 
 
Why insist to have the child hand in perfect work? If there are no mistakes, the teacher does not know what the child 
needs for explanations. When he has difficulty to read a word, give some time for him/her to read properly. It is after 
that the parent may give some clues. Remember that learning is difficult! The right of mistake does not mean 
carelessness: make sure that work is not done too quickly, and the presentation is clean. Teach your child to acquire a 
sense of well-done work and bring him/her to finish what he/she has started. 
 
 
7. Be firm… but flexible 
 
Be a guide. Explain to your child your expectations, praise him/her for good work and do not leave him/her to 
manipulate you. If your child ensures that everything is done at school or after school care, ask him/her to show his 
work. When he/she knows it is important for you, he/she will provide greater effort. Firmness does not exclude 
flexibility. If your child is tired, do not insist; he/she will not learn anything anymore. 
 
 
8. Bring him/her to become independent 
 
In Grade 1, you have to provide direct supervision, stay seated close to your child. When he/she is growing up, keep 
your distance but stay in the “landscape”. Your child will develop self-confidence and will learn a useful studying 
method for all his school life. When the teacher gives many days to do homework, do not try to organize everything for 
your child. Teach him/her to learn how to manage time, to schedule different steps, and he will be able to be organized. 
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9. Do not hesitate to seek for help. 
 
To help with homework, the best formula depends of the child. Some are motivated to work with a group; others prefer 
individual support. Others feel more comfortable with online support because they are not afraid to be judged. This kind 
of service should not be used for dependent children or those with learning difficulties. 
 
 
10. Stay in contact with the teacher 
 
If your child find his homework too difficult and say that she/he has not seen the subject before in class, write a note to 
the teacher. Sometimes, just saying that you will speak about it with the teacher, she/he will remember the subject but; 
will acknowledge she/he has not listened… or not understood. You should encourage your child to ask for more 
explanations from the teacher in case of any problem. 
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